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Assessment Best Practices-
Georgia’s DAI and PDRA

Assessments

•Do not determine good and bad

•Predict future criminogenic risk 
and/or need

•Not judgment tools

•Are evidenced based

•Are nationally supported

•Must be validated regularly

•Are a piece of the process
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Dealing with youth

•Nonjudgmental
•Open

•Understanding
•Motivation

•Values and beliefs
•Differences

Average Adolescent Behavior

• Backtalk

• Exploring new things 

• Physical awkwardness

• Frustration

• Increasing skills 

• Selfishness 

• Self-absorption

• Searching out new role 
models

• Sexual development

• Not wanting to attend school

• Increase in sleep and appetite

• Growth spurts

• Fights with peers

• Lack/Loss of boy/girl friend

• Drug and alcohol 
experimentation

• Prefer peers to family 
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Assessment 
Tools

DAI-Detention Assessment Instrument
PDRA- Pre-Disposition Risk Assessment
SDM- Structured Dispositional Matrix
JNA- Juvenile Needs Assessment

VALIDATION OF 
ASSESSMENT TOOLS

Georgia’s Juvenile Code 
requires the use of a validated 
assessment for detention and 
risk assessments. 

Validation uses statewide 
data, existing research, and 
stakeholder feedback to 
ensure Georgia’s assessments 
are accurate, fair, and useful. 
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Detention Assessment Instrument (DAI)
•Guides intake officers when making the critical decision 
whether to detain or release a youth
•More equitable, objective, and informed detention-
decision making
•Reduces unnecessary or inappropriate secure confinement 
of youth
• It is the right thing to do to protect youth, preserve 
families, and ensure public safety
• Is required by statute 
•GA has used a DAI since 2000. 
•Changes implemented in 2014 and 2023.

Detention Decision
What It’s Not

Punish, treat or rehabilitate youth

Allow youth’s parent/guardian/legal custodian to avoid 
legal responsibility

Satisfy demands by a victim, the police or the 
community

Permit more convenient administrative access to the 
youth

Facilitate further interrogation or investigation 

Due to a lack of more appropriate facility
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Current Offense

Risk factors, including 
youth legal history, court 
status and other pending 

adjudications

Release

Detain

Overrides Release with 
conditions/restrictions

At the time a 
detention 
decision is 
being made

Determines if the 
youth is an 
immediate risk

The DAI is 
dependent on a 
youth’s legal 
history being 
correct

How/When is the DAI completed?
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DAI- Risk

DAI- Most Serious Current Offense
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Overrides
Overrides support workers in considering additional 
mitigating and aggravating factors that reflect 
values around community safety, youth success, and 
profession training and expertise.

Overrides should be used with discretion - a typical 
override rate for an assessment like the DAI is 
around 15%. 

When utilizing and override all details and 
circumstances should be described clearly. 

DAI- Overrides
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Override Rates- 2022More 
Restrictive 

Less 
Restrictive

Recent validation data showed 
that staff were often not 
detailing when an override is 
utilized. 
The current statewide override 
rate is above recommended use, 
with nearly all overrides being 
to a higher level of  custody. 

Rate at which overrides are  
monitored.

DAI in Practice
• Gather as much information as possible when 

completing the assessment
• Review information in JTS, JDEX and any other 

data system
• Do they have potential to harm the community or to 

not appear in court
• Talk with law enforcement
• Talk with youth
• Talk with parent/guardian
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Pre- Dispositional Risk Assessment
PDRA

•10 item tool
•Provides risk level 
•Completed post adjudication- predisposition
•Should be done early in the process
•More information gathered better results
•Risk level should inform supervision

Post-Adjudication

Pre-Disposition

The PRDA generates the SDM.

PDRA/SDM should be presented clearly to the 
court when/if requested. 
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Best Practice Prior to Completing the PDRA

Enter information into appropriate data system

Gather
information on the youth to include school, 
peers, activities, substance use and parental 
supervision.

Interview with youth and parents/guardians 

PDRA Risk Areas (1-5)
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PDRA Risk Areas (1-5)- Definitions

PDRA Risk Areas (6-10)
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PDRA Risk Areas (6)- Definitions

PDRA Risk Areas (7)- Definitions
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PDRA Risk Areas (8)- Definitions

PDRA Risk Areas (9-10)- Definitions
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PDRA Scoring

•Uses both negative (‐) and positive (+) scores
•A negative score is giving credit for a strength
Low: ‐4 to 1

Medium: 2 to 5

High: 6 and above

• No overrides

PDRA 
Scoring

PDRAs should be reviewed for accuracy

PDRAs are not overridden

PDRAs can be deleted but there must be 
supporting documentation

One PDRA per adjudication
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The Structured Dispositional Matrix  
(SDM)

• Prompted by legislative changes in Georgia & 
recommendation of the Special Council 

• Developed based on Georgia youth
• Combines risk assessment with seriousness of offense to 

yield evidenced-base matrix
• Should inform recommendations to the court
• Least restrictive custody/supervision required to ensure 

community safety
• Maximize use of community-based options
• Control cost of intervention for delinquent youth.

(SDM)
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(SDM)

Evidence Based Practices (EBP)

Multi-systemic 
Therapy (MST)

Thinking for a 
Change (T4C)

Functional 
Family Therapy 

(FFT)

Intensive Family 
Intervention (IFI)

Multidimensional 
Family Therapy 

(MDFT)

Aggression 
Replacement 

Therapy (ART)
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Catherine Dravis

cathydravis@djj.state.ga.us

770-846-7728


